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Welcome!

Welcome to the “The Dragon’s Tale,” Clinton High School’s quarterly parent newsletter.  It is hard to believe that this is the third year of my tenure and the third year of our quarterly parent newsletter.  I am so pleased with how our staff and students performed over this past year.  Additionally, I’m excited about this upcoming year with our new hires to the Dragon family.

In this edition, I would like to recognize some of the academic achievements & accolades that our staff & students accomplished over this past year.  We are truly blessed to have such an incredible group of dedicated teachers and a student body that is second to none!

I would also like to inform you of some of the items that you can expect this school year.  It is imperative that we have a strong network of support for our students and this network begins and ends in the home.  The parent’s job in their son’s/daughter’s school life seems to take a back seat once that child enters high school.  This is precisely the time that parents & students should be communicating the most.  Each and every one of our students is amazing and special, and each one both needs and deserves all the time, effort, and energy that we have to give.  Trust me, ask the parent of a senior who graduated a year or two ago--these high school years will be the quickest four (4) years of your life!  Savor them!  Do not lose one second or miss one opportunity to connect with your child.  I PROMISE you that one day you will turn around and your child will be walking across the stage at Thompson-Boling Arena.  If I may put a twist on the words of the famous author, Kurt Vonnegut; “Of all the words of mice and men, the saddest are, “I might have been.”

If you are new to the CHS family, I want to welcome you and hope that both you and your student take an active role in our amazing school.  “The high school experience” is an important milestone in your teenager’s life and we are excited to get the chance to share this with each of them.  We encourage you to be a part of this experience; we encourage you to be involved.

Clinton High School is a community of learners and we believe that together, we can make a difference! 

Respectfully,

 Eric L. Snider
Eric Snider

Principal

Clinton High School

esnider@acs.ac

Clinton High School Administration

Where to find us…

Mr. Eric Snider
  

esnider@acs.ac

Principal

Mrs. Angela Carico
  

acarico@acs.ac

Assistant Principal 

Mr. Chris Goodwyne 

cgoodwyne@acs.ac

Assistant Principal

Mr. Dan Jenkins
  

djenkins@acs.ac

Assistant Principal/AD

Mr. Caleb Tipton  
  

ctipton@acs.ac

Assistant Principal

Who to contact for help or with questions…

9th   Grade Students 

Mr. Caleb Tipton

Ext. # 408


10th Grade Students 

Mr. Chris Goodwyne 
Ext. # 406

11th Grade Students 

Mr. Dan Jenkins

Ext. # 407

12th Grade Students 

Mrs. Angela Carico

Ext. # 405
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 Welcome to the Dragon Family!!!             [image: image3.wmf]
The following are new to the CHS Dragon family.  Please make them all feel welcome!

· Josh Schmeling (Chemistry)


Josh Kerr (PE/Wellness)

· Bryan Moore (World Geography)


Melissa Felts (SPED)

· Andrea Savadelis (US History)


Elizabeth Casey (SPED)

· April Manning (SPED)



Rodney Ellison (ISS)
· Alicia Phillips (Math)



Holli Grubb (SPED)

· Brad Collette (Writing Lab)
Counselor’s Corner      [image: image4.wmf]
The CHS Counselors
 (Students are divided among the counselors alphabetically by last name.)

Carrie Jenkins


cjenkins@acs.ac

Students A thru E

Debbie Hawk



dhawk@acs.ac

Students F thru L

Mary Tuskan



mdtuskan@acs.ac

Students M thru R

Melissa Fey



mfey@acs.ac

Students S thru Z
Genevieve Stanfield


gstanfield@acs.ac

Registrar
Monique Berry


mberry@acs.ac

Guidance Secretary
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Upcoming Testing Dates  
September 8th 
    ACT

October 2nd 

    EXPLORE/PLAN Tests

October 20th 
    PSAT (10th and 11th graders only) limited spots available cost $14

October 27th 
    ACT
December 4th – 7th     AMO/EOC Exams, Grades 9 – 12 (Algebra, Biology, English)


December 8th 
    ACT
December 11th –13th  EOC Test Window, Grades 9 – 12 (Algebra, English, US History)




Need help with your classes? Take advantage of tutoring help…

Before School: 
Monday through Friday by appointment only

After School: 
Monday through Thursday “Homework’s Happening” Room # 335


           
Monday through Thursday “Work Smart” 9th Grade only
	Teacher Name
	Subject Area
	Time
	Room #
	Frequency/ With note

	Morning Tutoring
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Broome
	Spanish
	8:00 - 8:30
	309
	Daily

	Chan
	Math
	8:10 - 8:30
	230
	Daily

	Cudzilo
	Govt. and U.S. History
	8:10 - 8:30
	332
	Daily

	Davidson
	Business
	8:00 - 8:30
	113
	Daily

	Gilbert
	English
	8:00 - 8:30
	121
	MWF

	Green
	English
	8:00 - 8:30
	114
	Daily/With note

	Hayes
	Math
	8:00 - 8:30
	218
	Daily

	Hill
	Math
	8:05 - 8:30
	215
	Daily

	Jones
	Math
	8:00 - 8:30
	221
	Mondays and Wednesdays/With note

	McCune LIBRARY
	Any
	8:15 - 8:30
	Library
	Daily

	O'Connor
	Math
	8:00 - 8:30
	342
	Daily

	Oliver
	English
	8:10 - 8:30
	126
	Daily/With note

	Phillips, A.
	Math
	8:00 - 8:30
	220
	Daily

	Potter
	Science
	8:00 - 8:30
	210
	Daily

	Sain
	Science
	8:00 - 8:30
	214
	Daily/With note

	Sharon
	Spanish
	8:00 - 8:30
	341
	Tues./Thurs. with note

	Shipley
	Business/ Credit Recovery
	8:00 - 8:30
	111
	Daily

	Sills
	Math
	8:00 - 8:30
	228
	Student will have note from teacher

	Smith
	Work Smart -English Freshmen
	8:10 - 8:30
	116
	Daily

	Afternoon tutoring
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Frost
	Business
	4:00 - 5:00
	109
	Tuesday - Friday

	Green
	Work Smart --English Freshmen
	4:00 - 5:00
	114
	Tuesday, Wednesday

	Merryman
	Work Smart 10-12
	4:00 - 5:00
	335
	Monday, Tuesday, Thursday

	Shipley
	Credit Recovery
	4:00 - 5:00
	111
	Tuesday, Wednesday

	Sills
	Work Smart Math Freshmen
	4:00 -  5:00
	228
	Monday, Thursday



Featured Departments
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  Administrative Assistants [image: image7.jpg]



The staff in this department and their email addresses are:

Connie Berry ccoley@acs.ac , Monique Berry mberry@acs.ac , Nancy Harper nharper@acs.ac ,

Monica Miller mhmiller@acs.ac , Robin Minch rminch@acs.ac and Genevieve Stanfield gstanfield@acs.ac

~Connie Berry- Transition Secretary    



~Monica Miller- Front Office Secretary
~Monique Berry- Counseling Office Secretary 


~Robin Minch- Bookkeeper

~Nancy Harper- Attendance Secretary



~Genevieve Stanfield- Registrar
The Transition Secretary is responsible for, but not limited to, assisting the Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor and Transition Coordinator. She is responsible for scheduling appointments, assisting with Work Base Learning Students, and coordinating numerous job sites for these students to become familiar with the transition from school to work. You may reach Connie at 457-1636.

The Counseling Secretary is responsible for new student enrollment, student withdrawals, scheduling appointments, parent/teacher conferences, homework requests, SF1010 (permit forms), license reinstatement forms, certified employee payroll, answering the Counseling Office phone, and assisting students. She also helps with 8th grade parent night and awards night functions.  Her extension is #410.

The Attendance Secretary records all student absences and student excuse notes. She follows up on students who are excessively absent or tardy. Her extension is #409.

The Front Office Secretary is responsible for managing the front office. She handles all student check-ins and check-outs, answers the phone, and assists students and parents with a myriad of questions. She is also the administrative assistant to Mr. Snider, CHS Principal. She can be reached at the main #457-2611.

The Bookkeeper handles school funds, class funds, all sport and club accounts, and any past school debts owed by students. If you have a question as to whether your student has a past debt, please call her extension #402.

The Registrar is responsible for all of the current student files and demographic information.  This includes filing and data entry into the software program.  She prints schedules, grade cards, creates and prints reports as requested. Transcripts sent to colleges are requested and sent by the registrar. Also, as part of the counseling office, she serves as back up to the counseling secretary.  Any request or questions can be addressed to Genevieve at extension #411.
FAMILY, CAREER, COMMUNITY LEADERS OF AMERICA

 (FCCLA)
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The staff in this department and their email addresses are:
Jessie Howard jhoward@acs.ac , Adrienne Sharp asharp1@acs.ac
Purpose: This is a co-curricular student organization that provides students with opportunities for leadership, development, personal growth, and school/community involvement. 

The Family and Consumer Science department at Clinton High School is gearing up for another busy, exciting year. For this past two years, FCCLA members have been involved with service projects that have reached the local, national, and international community. Last spring, we had two projects compete at regional and state competitions. Heather Freels, Kendra Eastridge, and Elizabeth Foust lead a project called “Hearts for Haiti.” FCCLA partnered with One Vision International to support children at an orphanage in Haiti. Throughout last year our club raised enough money to send a $50 donation check each month to sponsor a child. FCCLA also collected flip flops, pillow cases, and ribbon to create dresses for the girls at the orphanage. The girls in the club made 50 dresses to send to Haiti, and also sent about 80 pairs of flip flops. WBIR news came and filmed a LIVE at FIVE episode at Clinton High School as well. The girls put together a scrapbook of the entire process of the project to take to compete at competition. Our students received first place at regionals and third place overall in the state. 
Michelle Harrill and Kiley Croy showed their leadership skills by developing a business plan for their own specialty shoe company. They learned how a business is set up and the importance of meeting needs and providing services to make a profit. These students compiled a portfolio of formal business plans, prepared a business pitch, and shared it for a panel of judges. This project won at the regional level and competed in Nashville at the state level. 
We strive to give our students a variety of leadership opportunities in and outside of the classroom. Teamwork and creative problem-solving are incorporated into each day’s lesson to give our students the life skills they need to succeed in our global economy. We feel so blessed to teach the remarkable students at CHS and are amazed at their constant desire to reach beyond themselves and help those in need. 
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· Sept. 
3rd 
Labor Day – Schools & Central Office closed
· Sept. 
11th
School Improvement Council Meeting

· Sept. 
14th 
Interim Progress Reports sent home  

· Sept.
20th
Open House

· Oct.
1st
Winter Sport practices begin

· Oct.
12th
1st Grading Period Ends
· Oct. 
15th
Fall Break Begins.

· Oct.
26th  
Report Cards Go Home

· Nov.
6th 
Teacher In-service – No Students (Staff Development)
· Nov.
20th
Interim Progress Reports to be sent home

· Nov.
21st 
Thanksgiving Break Begins (21st – 23rd).

· Dec
21st
Semester Ends


· Dec.
24th 
Winter Break Begins

· Jan.
7th 
In service – No School for Students

· Jan.
8th 
Classes Resume
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   Dragon Technology & Information  [image: image11.wmf]
How Do I Access Skyward?

Parents:  If you have not registered your username on Skyward (our district database for student information) yet, please be sure to do so.  If you need assistance or have any problems, please call Monique Berry at (865) 457-2611 ext. # 410.

The Clinton High School Web Page

CHS has its own web page that is full of information about our school.  Go to www.acs.ac and click on SCHOOLS.  Scroll down to the bottom of the drop-down list and click on Clinton High School.  You will be amazed!
What are “Early Bird” Classes?

Early Bird classes are new to CHS this year and are being “piloted” to evaluate their success.  Early Birds are classes that actually start & end before the regular “traditional” school day begins.  These classes run from 7:05 am to 8:30 am.  Classes include:  English III & IV, US Government & Economics, US History, and Medical Terminology.  These classes are open and available to only 11th and 12th grade students who can secure reliable transportation to and from school each day.  For students with Early Birds classes, the school day will end after 3rd block at 2:16 pm.


[image: image12.wmf]  Great Job!  Good Work!  Way To Go!  Keep It Up!
We literally have so much to celebrate from last year and our CHS family has achieved so much that we can’t fit it all in.  This is a GREAT problem to have!  On the next page you will find some of the highlights that our staff & students accomplished this school year.  Great job, gang!
Academic Accomplishments & Accolades made by our Staff & Students this past school year!

· Algebra 1 EOC scores increased by 12% from last year and by 20% from two years ago!

· Biology EOC scores are increased by 2% from two year ago!

· English 1 EOC scores are increased by 4% from last year and by 16% from two years ago!

· US History EOC scores increased by 3% from the previous school year.

· 11th Grade students were predicted to have 63% pass the TCAP writing prompt.  We actually had 91% pass this state mandatory exam!

· CHS met 3 of our 4 “Gap Measures” (indicators placed by state)!

· Disciplinary referrals decreased by 26% from last year and 31% from two years ago!

· CHS Graduating Seniors accumulated the most scholarship money in school history!

· CHS increased our overall school attendance by 2% (a very substantial gain for a high school)! 

· This past school year our drop-out percentage decreased and our graduation percentage increased substantially!

· We had the most “Level-5” teachers in school history (a score placed on our teachers by the state)!

· We started a new department at CHS with the successful implementation of our first ever JROTC program!

· We finished “Phase II” of our four-phase landscaping project!

· CHS set the record for ALL East Tennessee schools by graduating 76 students with an accumulated total of 548 college credits hours before their first day of college!

· We were studied by neighboring county, McMinn County, as a school of excellence!

What a Great Year!  Congratulations to all CHS Staff & Students for making the 2011 - 2012 school year one for the record books!
Mr. Snider welcomes all parents to come in & visit in person and discuss what specific data is the most important that your son/daughter should have on their “student resume” in order to be successful at the next level!  
You can make an appointment by calling Mrs. Monica Miller @ (865) 457-2611 or you can e-mail him personally at esnider@acs.ac.


Sign up today for the ACT “Crash Course” Review

(FALL 2012)

(All students’ grades 7 – 12 are eligible)

WHAT:     
CHS will offer a 4-night, ACT review course (2 hrs. / Night, 8 hrs. Total).

WHEN:     
Monday, October 22nd  - Thursday, October 25th (5:00 pm – 7:00 pm).

WHERE:  
Clinton High School

WHY:
To “Review” and “Prepare” for the ACT given Saturday, October 27th at 



Clinton High School for any student that registers on their own.

HOW:
All students MUST pre-register for this review.  Registration is at the 



Main Office.   Registration ends Friday, October 5th!
COST:     
$ 35.00 / Student.
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 Seniors….
Contact us: demert@acs.ac bcudzilo@acs.ac
Dear Parents of Seniors:

   This year both DeWayne Emert and Brittany Cudzilo will be working to organize and plan graduation for seniors. This is as always an honor for us. There is a lot of hard work and planning to make graduation a success, but we are looking forward to getting to work with seniors at this exciting time in their lives. This year the graduation fee for each senior walking the line is $95.00. This includes senior cap and gown, rental of Thompson-Boling Arena, senior breakfast, programs, baccalaureate, etc. 

   Clinton High School prides itself on the quality of our graduation. This year we will be collecting payments from each individual senior. Both Ms. Cudzilo and Mr. Emert will collect the payments on a set schedule. This will ensure your senior receives their cap and gown and tassel prior to graduation and will allow them to participate in all graduation activities. The first payment of $30.00 should be turned in on October 8th or October 10th. Checks should be written to Clinton High School. 
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   When is lunch?
All of the secondary schools in Anderson County are on a very similar lunch schedule.  This is done because schools share the common ACCTC technical school.  Also, both secondary schools must accommodate a 30 minute advisory time each day.

Due to the later start time for all schools, placement of advisory time, and making sure that all students have comparable instruction time at ACCTC, lunch times tend to run a little late.  Because of this, all students are permitted to eat during their advisory times every day.  This time is 11:51 am – 12:20 pm every day.  

Students can either purchase snacks from groups selling snacks as a fundraiser or bring them from home.  Either way, students are allowed to eat during this time.  Even if a student forgets his/her snack, granola bars are available free of charge from the student’s advisor.  

2nd Chance Breakfast?


To help accommodate late lunch times, CHS will offer a “2nd chance breakfast” for all students everyday from 10:01 am – 10:11 am.  During this time students are permitted to purchase snack items from the vending machines and/or the cafeteria.  No warm breakfasts will be available.  These are only snack items that can be purchased or brought in from home.  Students may not have food dropped off by parents during this time.  Due to the short time-frame involved (16 min. in total), students may only use cash for these purchases.  Student debit numbers are not permitted to be used for charges like they can be with lunch.  This 2nd breakfast is a completely optional opportunity for students to grab a snack during mid day before 2nd block begins.  Students are not permitted to eat during 2nd block.

What is open lunch?

We are VERY excited to offer “Open Lunch” to qualifying seniors again this school year!  Open lunch is a senior privilege which allows qualifying seniors to have 1 hour of off-campus lunch with parent permission.  Open lunch is awarded to students who have great attendance and have raised their ACT composite score by 2 points from their predicted score.  Predicted scores may be obtained from Mr. Snider.

A student’s “predicted score” is assessed and assigned by the state based on the student’s entire history of state assessment scores while in public schools from 1st grade up to their Junior year when they take the ACT.  To date, over 110 students have been awarded this privilege and many more students are working on improving their scores to have this privilege 2nd semester.  Students with Open lunch miss their advisory and normal lunch time to take advantage of this opportunity.

Student Debt
If your student still needs to pay room fees or has other school debt, please have them see Mrs. Minch, the bookkeeper, before or after school to take care of any outstanding balances. Her office is located near the front office.  Mrs. Minch may also be e-mailed at rminch@acs.ac.


Attendance
Each student (unless under court order) is allowed 6 absence “events” per year that can only be excused with a note from you, the legal guardian, or a physician.  An “event” is described as being absent, or checking in late, or checking out early during the day.  After a student has had 6 attendance “events”, then the only excused absence would be with a doctor’s note or a legal note.

We at Clinton High School consider attendance at school in the same way that an employer expects attendance on the job.  Coming to school each day is the student’s job!

Parents, please state the first and last name of your student on the note that you write for absences.  Many parent last names are not the same as the student’s last name, so becomes difficult to properly record your student’s excuse if we are not sure which student the note is for.  As always, please write or print carefully so that there will be no mistakes.

What is the SIC?
SIC stands for the School Improvement Council.  The SIC is also a group that consist of administrators, parents, teachers, & students.  The goals of the SIC are:

· To effectively communicate with ALL stakeholders a current summary/synopsis of CHS, as well as potential issues/hurdles that may be encountered in the near future.

· A chance to give ALL stakeholders a voice.

· To strengthen ALL aspects of Clinton High School.  This includes, but is not limited to:  academics, attendance, school climate (physical building & behavior, & interactions), and school culture (beliefs, attitudes, & behaviors), etc.

SIC meets once a month at 6:15 pm in the CHS media center.  The SIC usually meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month (dates are subject to change, check with school for exact dates).

What is ICU?

ICU is a program designed to hold students accountable for missing work.  It is meant to eliminate zeroes from the grade equation.  A student who is missing work will be placed on the ICU list.  This will trigger a number of things that are meant to push the student to complete work he owes a teacher. All advisory teachers will have access to the list to help students catch up during advisory.
Foreign Exchange Student

Clinton High School has a new student enrolled from a remote area. Natalya Yuryevena Nikllina joins the Dragon family from Yeketerinburg, Russia (population 1.5 million). Natalya is 5,300 miles from home and is new to a school which has clubs and athletic teams. She is looking forward to her new experiences in the United States

Food City “School Bucks”  [image: image15.jpg]



If you shop at Food City and have not registered your Food City ValuCard to Clinton High School yet, please be sure to do so.  Each dollar you spend in groceries at Food City translates to $$$ for Clinton High School and gas in your tank for you!   “School Bucks” helps to feed your family and helps support your school at the same time! EVEN IF YOU HAVE REGISTERED BEFORE YOU MUST RE-REGISTER EVERY YEAR!!!
Instructions to register:

1. Take your ValuCard to the service desk.

2. Tell them you want to sign up for Clinton high school value bucks.

3. Give them the school PLU number 40353.

4. Have them scan your card, tying the two numbers together.
5. SHOP TILL YOU DROP!!

6. Have them scan your ValuCard every time you shop.

Clinton High School PLU number: 40353

Focus Teams

Every Teacher at Clinton High School is a member of one of the following Focus teams:

· Parental & Community Involvement/Outreach
· ICU
· Interventions for At Risk Students

· Writing Across the Curriculum

· Data Team

· Teacher Morale/School Culture

· New Teacher Mentoring

· Freshman Academy

For more info on Focus Teams e-mail ctipton@acs.ac
What is Advisory?

This year in Advisory students will have five activities to focus on. All students will have days that they Drop Everything And Read, ICU, Club day (Wednesday), ACT Prep (Juniors), College/Career Prep (Seniors).

CHS WALL OF FAME
The CHS Wall of Fame was founded in 2003 to celebrate the 100th birthday of Clinton High School.  The Wall is designed to recognize alumni for extraordinary and/or lifelong achievement in their field of endeavor, and/or have made significant contributions through achievement, service, or leadership to the global community.  Individuals who have made significant contributions to Clinton High School, but who did not graduate from Clinton High School, can be recognized with an Honorary Citation.  Inductions for 2012-13 will be held during a home football game.
“The great thing in this world is not so much where you stand, as in what direction you are moving.” �                                                                 Oliver Wendell Holmes





“There is no happiness except in the realization that we have accomplished something.”�Henry Ford








“I was never afraid of failure, for I would sooner fail than not be among the best.”�                                                        John Keats





“Success does not consist in never making blunders, but in never making the same one the second time.”�                                                                            H. W. Shaw





“Go confidently in the direction of your dreams. Live the life you have imagined.”�                                                 Henry David Thoreau





“Our greatest glory consists not in never falling, but in rising every time we fall.”�Oliver Goldsmith








“We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, therefore, is not an act but a habit.”�Aristotle








“Nothing can stop the man with the right mental attitude from achieving his goal; nothing on earth can help the man with the wrong mental attitude.” �Thomas Jefferson








     “Tell me and I'll forget. Show me, and I may not remember. Involve me, and I'll understand.”�                                                           Native American Saying





“The only medicine for suffering, crime, and all the other woes of mankind, is wisdom.”�                                                        Thomas Huxley





"I find that the harder I work, the more luck I seem to have." 


                     Thomas Jefferson 











